
Geriatric Syndromes
For CHO/SN
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Dementia subtype Early, characteristic symptoms Proportion of 
dementia cases

Alzheimer’s Dementia(AD) Impaired memory, apathy and 
depression Gradual onset

50-75%

Vascular dementia (VaD) Similar to AD, but memory less 
affected, and mood fluctuations more 
prominent Physical frailty Stepwise 
progression 

20-30%

Dementia with Lewy Bodies 
(DLB)

Marked fluctuation in cognitive ability 
Visual hallucinations Parkinsonism 
(tremor and rigidity)

<5%

Frontotemporal
Dementia(FTD)

Personality changes Mood changes 
Dis-inhibition, Language difficulties

5-10%



Early stage: 1-2 years

• Often overlooked

• May be overlooked as part 
of ageing

• Features : language 
difficulties, getting lost in 
familiar places, mood 
changes, depression, loss 
of interest in hobbies

Middle Stage: 3-4 years

• Pronounced restrictions

• Begins to lose basic 
activities of daily living 
(ADL)

Later stage: 5 years or more

• Total dependence for all 
activities. Becomes bed 
ridden/ chair bound

• Risk of death due to 
complications such as 
pneumonia/UTI/Decubitus 
Ulcers/ Malnutrition



Depression 

Repeated stories and statements  

Agitation

Wandering 

Screaming

Aggression and violence
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FALL RISKDEMENTIA

IS HE 
DEPRESSED 

ANOREXIA OF AGEING

DELIRIUM??

INCONTINENCE



Thank You


